CURRICULUM VITAE

MARGARET HINCHEY DELEON


CONTACT INFORMATION

Email
Work: mdeleon@georgiasouthern.edu 

Office Address
Georgia Southern University
University Hall 226
11935 Abercorn Street
Savannah, Georgia 31419

Phone:
Work: (912) 344-3500


EDUCATION

Legal		Walter F. George School of Law, Mercer University, Macon, Georgia 
		
Juris Doctorate, May 2012 

Honors and Activities:
· The Order of the Barristers, 2012
· International Academy of Trial Lawyers Student Advocacy Award, 2012
· Dean’s List. 2009-2012
· CALI Awards: Health Care Law, Genetics, Neuroscience, & Bioethics
· Mercer Advocacy Council Chair-supervised all of Mercer Law’s Moot Court, Mock Trial, Negotiations, and Client Counseling teams, 2011-2012
· American Bar Association National Appellate Advocacy Moot Court Team- Brief Captain, 2012
· Intrastate Mercer Law Moot Court Team, 2010




Undergraduate	University of the South, Sewanee, TN

			Bachelor of Arts, May 2009
Major: English     Minor: Education

Honors and Activities:
· Dean’s List, Order of the Gownsman
· Gold Medal (Summa Cum Laude) on the National Latin Exam 
· Sewanee Excellence in Writing Award
· Tennessee Teaching Education Licensing Program & Certificate- English Literature (7th-12th Grade)


CURRENT POSTION AND PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

August 2021-Present	Visiting Professor, Georgia Southern University, Armstrong Campus, Department of Criminal Justice and Criminology

Courses Taught: Legal Process, Ethics in Criminal Justice, Evidence & Procedure, Senior Capstone Seminar 


November 2012-Present	Chatham County District Attorney’s Office, Savannah, Georgia 			              

Assistant District Attorney 
January 2018- Present: assigned to Special Victims Unit: Major Crimes Division

Duties:
· Lead prosecutor in several major case jury trials 
· Handled cases involving charges of domestic homicide, sexual assault, and domestic deadly weapon assaults and kidnappings 
· Managed all stages of prosecution, including: assisting police in investigation, discovery, case analysis, trial preparation, trial presentation, plea negotiations, probation revocations, sentencing hearings and appeals both at the trial and state level
· Conducted legal research; determined applicable law to issues before the court; drafted and litigated motions, prepared briefs and memorandums for the court highlighting specific points of law involving constitutional, procedural, and evidentiary issues; reviewed legal opinions and various legal publications for research purposes
· Presented and retained expert witnesses in the areas of domestic violence, sexual assault, DNA, firearms, ballistics, and fingerprint analysis
· Active Law Enforcement Patrol School Instructor and trainer for several local law enforcement agencies in the area of domestic violence and elder and disabled adult abuse, neglect, and exploitation investigations with a focus on continued use of evidence based prosecution and trauma centered techniques
· Actively worked with local law enforcement, state and private business and social services partners to create a coordinated community response to investigating, preventing, and battling interpersonal violence to create the Chatham County Family Justice Center 

Assistant District Attorney 
January 2016-January 2018: assigned to Special Victims Unit--At-Risk/Vulnerable Victims-Other Felony Division	    

Duties:
· Lead prosecutor in dozens of jury trials
· Handled cases involving charges of child physical abuse as well as the abuse, neglect, and exploitation of elder and disabled adults 
· Managed all stages of prosecution, including: assisting police in investigation, discovery, case analysis, trial preparation, trial presentation, plea negotiations, sentencing hearings and appeals both at the trial and state level
· Drafted and litigated all motions, memos, and necessary orders involving constitutional, procedural, and evidentiary issues
· Presented and retained expert witnesses in the areas of domestic violence, child abuse pediatrics, DNA, firearms ballistics, and fingerprint analysis
· Actively worked with local law enforcement, state and private business and social services partners to create a coordinated community response to investigating, preventing, and battling the abuse, neglect and exploitation of the at-risk, vulnerable, elderly and disabled adult population 
· Recruited by the Institute of Continuing Legal Education in Georgia to present on a variety of topics related to spotting and addressing elder and disabled adult abuse, neglect, and exploitation 



Assistant District Attorney 
January 2014-January 2016: assigned to Special Victims Unit: Felony Domestic Violence, Attempted Sexual Violence, Elder and Disabled Adult Abuse, and Child Abuse Prosecution   		

Duties:			    
· Lead prosecutor in dozens of jury trials
· Handled cases involving charges of felony domestic violence to include non-fatal strangulation and deadly weapon assaults, as well as child physical and elder and disabled adult abuse, neglect, and exploitation
· Managed all stages of prosecution, including: assisting police in investigation, discovery, case analysis, trial preparation, trial presentation, plea negotiations, sentencing hearings and appeals both at the trial and state level
· Drafted and litigated all motions, memos, and orders involving constitutional, procedural, and evidentiary issues
· Presented and retained expert witnesses in the areas of domestic violence, child abuse pediatrics, DNA, firearms ballistics, and fingerprint analysis

Assistant District Attorney 
February 2013-January 2014: assigned to DUI, Domestic Violence, and General Misdemeanor cases

Duties:                   
· Lead prosecutor in dozens of jury trial and bench trials
· Handled active cases involving misdemeanor domestic violence, second degree vehicular homicide, misdemeanor sexual offenses, DUI, and other general misdemeanor charges
· Managed all stages of prosecution, including: assisting police in investigation, discovery, case analysis, trial preparation, trial presentation, plea negotiations, sentencing hearings and appeals both at the trial and state level
· Drafted and litigated all motions, memos, and necessary orders involving constitutional, procedural, and evidentiary issues
· Presented expert witnesses in the areas of domestic violence and DUI



Assistant District Attorney 
November 2012-February 2013: assigned to Early Intervention Program

Duties:				
· Worked closely with local law enforcement agencies in the early stages of their major case felony investigations; provided guidance on charging decisions and developing probable cause, reviewed search warrants, and advised on best practices when conducting specialized investigations 
· Handled arraignment, preliminary, and probable cause and bond hearings for all felony cases
· At their entry level, facilitated the disposition of weaker felony cases via pleas or dismissals to reduce volume of cases entering Superior Court

Graduate Law Assistant District Attorney 
September 2012-November 2012: assigned to Other Felony Division Unit 

Duties:			
· Assigned to alleviate backlog of Superior Court cases
· Reviewed and evaluated case reports, determined whether further investigation is needed; 
· Prepared memorandums for case dismissal where appropriate; drafted accusations and indictments; 
· Reviewed appellate cases, researched and drafted appellate briefs and response briefs

Third Year Practice Act Assistant District Attorney			    
Duties:
Summer 2011: assigned to Juvenile Court Unit    
· Prepared and presented evidence during juvenile adjudication hearings of minor offenders  
· Worked closely with probation department and dependency representative to ensure appropriate sentencing recommendation 



CURRENT COURSES
· Legal Process
· Evidence and Procedure
· Ethics in Criminal Justice
· Senior Capstone Seminar

TEACHING INTERESTS

· Introduction to Criminal Justice
· Introduction to Policing
· Introduction to Corrections
· Legal Process
· Evidence and Procedure
· Family Violence
· Victimology
· Investigations
· Gender, Crime, and Justice
· Ethics in Criminal Justice
· Juvenile Justice
· Law, Justice, and Society


AWARDS, DISTINCTIONS, & CERTIFICATIONS

· Family Violence Task Force Service Award, 2021
· Employee of the Year Award, Chatham County District Attorney’s Office, 2016
· “Most Trials Without a Loss” Award, Chatham County District Attorney’s Office, Other Felony Division, 2015
· Doris H. Thomas Award, Chatham County Seniors and Law Enforcement Together (SALT) Council, 2016
· Certified by the Training Institute on Strangulation Prevention to Identify, Investigate, and Prosecute Domestic Violence Strangulation Cases, 2019
· Certified by the State of Georgia, Criminal Justice Coordinating Council in Sexual Assault Response Team Interactive Scenarios, 2018
· Certified Elder Abuse Instructor for Law Enforcement by the U.S. Department of Justice, Office on Violence Against Women, 2015
· Certified At-Risk Adult Crime Tactics Specialist by the Georgia Department of Human Services, Division of Aging Services, 2015
· DUI Detection and Standardized Field Sobriety Testing by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 2014


COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

2019-Present	Member of the Board of Directors of the Rape Crisis Center of the Coastal Empire                   

2021			Chair of the Chatham County Sexual Response Team

2019, 2020		Saint Vincent’s High School Mock Trial Team, Coach 				
2016-2017	Chair of Seniors and Law Enforcement Together (S.A.L.T.) Council			          
2016-2017	Chair of Chatham County Multidisciplinary and Coordinated Community Response Teams for Elder & Disabled Adults		


2

