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SAVANNAH, GA 31412
(912) 220-5966
amirtoure@yahoo.com


EDUCATION 

Savannah State University, Savannah, Georgia, Bachelor of Science in Political Science; and Bachelor of Business of Administration in Marketing, Cum Laude, 1987.  

Mercer University, Walter F. George School of Law, Macon, Georgia, Juris Doctor, 1991. 

AWARDS AND HONORS 

Garden & Gun Magazine,  30 Southern Heroes. 2020. 
Greater Georgia  Black Chamber of Commerce,  Leadership Award.  2020. 
Herschel V. Jenkins High School Hall of Fame, Inductee - Community Service. 2020. 
Bluffton/Hilton Head MLK Observance Committee,  Social Justice Champion Award. 2020. 
Georgia Legislative Black Caucus,  Soldier of Justice Award. 2019. 
Georgia Secretary of State, Outstanding Georgia Citizen. 2018 and 2019. 
Iota Phi Lambda Business Sorority,  Business Professional Award. 2019.
City of Savannah Black  Heritage Festival,  Honoree for African   American Historical Preservation. 2016. 
National Council of Negro Women, Savannah State University Chapter,  Living Legend. 2016.  
Juneteenth Festival, Chatham County  Government, Honoree.  2015.  
Kwanzaa of Savannah,  Honoree for Creativity Genius. 2015.   
The Spirit of Excellence  Awards,  Entrepreneur of the Year. 2009.  
William K. Broker Good Citizen Award, The Savannah-Chatham Fair Housing Council. 2004.  

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

ACADEMIA 

Savannah State University, Savannah, GA 

Professor, Department of Social and Behavioral Sciences teaching  classes regarding Constitutional Law for Criminal Procedure; and Issues in Criminal Procedure;  African,  African Diasporic,  and African American History, Politics and Political Philosophies, Spirituality, Socioeconomic Dimensions; Gullah Geechee Culture;  and United States History;   developing syllabi, overall course structures, course objectives,  administering exams and grades,  advising  campus organizations, meeting with students,  and mentoring students.  January 2011 – Present.


PUBLIC HISTORY 

Geechee Kunda  Cultural Center & Museum, Riceboro, GA

Resident Scholar, Artistic Director, and Program Director  providing the history, and culture of the low country, the United States, and the world for academic and non-profit  institutions, and the public; engaging in preservation and public history efforts; coordinating cultural programs, events and festivals; developing public stakeholders’ preservation and history sessions; and advocating for social, political, legal,  and environmental  advancements.    November 2003 – Present. 

Day Clean, Savannah, GA 

Coordinator, Lecturer, Writer, Consultant, and Tour Executive directing programs and  international presentations; living history performances;  supervising activities; presenting lectures;  providing consultation to the media and the public; conducting tours of the lowcountry of Georgia and South Carolina;  engaging in public history activities and forums; and sharing motivational and empowerment talks based on culture and various philosophies; and advocating for social, political, legal, and environmental advancements.  September 1998 – Present. 

PUBLIC INTEREST 

AmericanWork, Savannah, GA 

Supervisor, Safety and Compliance Officer, and Counselor for independent living program for the chronically mentally ill; provided life skills, healthy living assistance and evaluations; supervised staff and clients; engaged in crisis intervention; assessed clients regarding care; monitored and guided Mental Health and Drug Court residents; and ensured compliance with regulatory guidelines.  January 2009 – May 2015. 

Housing Authority of Savannah, Savannah, GA 

Program Coordinator, Family Self-Sufficiency and Shelter Plus Care, and Section 8 Administrative Hearing Officer,  managed programs; advocated on behalf of homeless and non-homeless clients with public and private entities; assisted participants to fulfill self-sufficiency goals; served as an advisor and resource for local wrap-around services in socioeconomic, educational, and legal matters; conducted  administrative due process hearings for the Section 8 program; prepared grant renewals; and supervised staff.  November 2001 – April 2008. 

Gateway Community Service Board, Savannah, GA 

Program Coordinator, and Administrative Hearing Officer for the Shelter Plus Care homeless program; prepared  reports,  and grant renewals;   counseled clients; supervised clinical counselors; conducted work-shops;  provided self-sufficiency guidance;  served as an advisor and resource for local wrap-around services in socioeconomic, educational, and legal matters; conducted administrative due process hearings; and  served as a liaison  to public and private entities.  January 2001 – November 2001. 

LEGAL   

Joyce M. Griggs & Associates,  Savannah, GA 

Interviewed, and directed the public for a  Civil, Domestic,  and State and Federal Criminal Defense firm in Chatham, Effingham, Liberty, and Glynn Counties;  provided guidance  to persons for civil, and criminal actions; initiated and created discovery and motions for civil and criminal actions; represented clients in Social Security, EEOC, and School Board Disciplinary hearings; conducted legal research; assisted in developing case strategy and litigation; and performed managerial duties of the staff.  November 1994 - January 2001. 

Howard E. Alls & Associates,  Savannah, GA 

Interviewed clients conducted legal research; represented clients in administrative hearings, assisted in developing case strategy and litigation; supervised and trained staff; and directed  clients for civil and criminal defense firm.  July 1991 - September 1994. 

PUBLICATIONS, INTELLECTUAL CONTRIBUTIONS, PRESENTATIONS,  AND RESEARCH PAPERS 

PUBLICATIONS 

[bookmark: _Hlk36172001]We Be Gullah/Geechee: Cultural Capital & Collaboration Anthology (Chapter Contributor).  2015.  
Savannah Guide Book (Chapter Contributor).  2015.   
African American Journey,  African American, Gullah Geechee, and General History in Savannah.  2014.  
The Ricefest Cookbook.  2008. 
The Gathering "Sojurn".   2007. 

INTELLECTUAL CONTRIBUTIONS

Black History Moments, WSAV NBC  Affiliate,  Co-Creator, and Writer.  2010 – Present. 
“Dreadful Pestilence: Yellow Fever in Savannah 1820s”,  Award Winning Living History Play,  Georgia Association of Museums and Galleries, Educational Program of the Year for 2004, Co-Creator, Co-Writer and  Co-Director.   2004 – Present. 
“Black Medicine/White Bodies: An Investigation of Charleston’s Yellow Fever Epidemics 1854-1871. McKissick Museum, University of South Carolina.  2017. 
Haitian History, MBW Travel.   Jakmel, Haiti.  2007. 
Vermont's African American History, Vermont Law School.  2006. 
Detour Self-Guided Tour Application.  History in Savannah.  2017. 
Momma Said,  JoCarolyn Amusan, ADEJO Publishing, Review and Critique.  2017. 


DOCUMENTARIES AND FEATURES 

“Another America: The First American Muslims”,  TRT  World. 2020.  
"440 Negroes", Malhcolm Reese. 2019. 
"How Did the UK Benefit From the Slave Trade", The Newsmakers, TRT World. 2019 
“Mysterious Island Gullah Geechee”,  Kellee Edward, Travel Channel  TV Series. 2018.  
“How Does the City of Savannah Negotiate Its Complicated Past”,  Sarah Carroll, Berry College.   2017. 
“Exiled from History: America’s Maroons”, Kim Brantley, and Ileana Canal District of Columbia TV.  2017. 
“A Vanishing History: Gullah Geechee Nation”, Danny Gold,  VICE News TV Series. 2016 

 EXPERT INTERVIEWS 

"30 Heroes of the South".  Garden & Gun Magazine.  2020. 
"People Say Gullah Geechee Culture Is Disappearing BJ Dennis Says They're Wrong". Bon Appetit Magazine.  2019.  
"Freedom Creek Renamed",  Atlanta Journal Constitution. 2018. 
“Lowcountry Root Doctors”,  South Magazine.  2017. 
"Savannah State University Historical Origins,  Mindpower.  2017. 
"Southern Manners", Savannah Morning News.  2017. 
“African American Culture at the Crossroads”,  BBC.  2007.  

CONFERENCES, SYMPOSIUMS, WORKSHOPS, EVENTS,  PANELS OR ACADEMIC COMMITTEES

The Falcons Organization of Bryan County, “The African American History of Richmond Hill, GA”, 2020.
National Freedom Day, 'How to Prevent the School to Prison Pipeline”,  Savannah, GA.  2020. 
Southeastern Regional Black Chamber of Commerce Conference, Beaufort, SC 2019.
Coastal Georgia Minority Chamber of Commerce,  Diversity and Inclusion Breakfast.  2019. 
Willow Hill Renaissance Center,  Portal, GA. 2019.  
Environmental Justice - Climate for Social Justice,  Georgia Southern University.  2019. 
Minorities and the Police - Communicating with Cops,  Georgia Southern University.  2019. 
John Lewis Fellowship Program,  Savannah, GA.  2019. 
Mobile, Alabama Chamber of Commerce, Inclusion Panel, Savannah, GA.  2019 
Colorism in Black America,  Georgia Southern University.  2019.  
1619 Project, Savannah State University. 2019 
Association for Conservation Information,  Annual Conference.  Savannah, GA.  2019 
Interpreting Slavery Panel,   Telfair Museums, Savannah, GA. 2018. 
Fernandina Beach Branch of the Nassau County Public Library, Amelia Island, FL.  2018 
Georgia Historical Society,  NEH Educator History Workshop, Savannah, GA.  2015 and 2017. 
Nobis Project,  Workshop Program for Educators. Savannah, GA.  2015 - 2020. 
Alliance for Historic Landscape Preservation,  Annual Meeting, Savannah, GA.  2015. 
“Haint Blue, Rice, and Skateboards: Savannah Gullah/Geechee Culture”,  Savannah, GA. 2014.  
Society of Early Americanist,  Spring Conference, Savannah, GA.  2013. 

HISTORICAL, SOCIOECONOMIC, AND CULTURAL PRESENTATIONS 

University of Georgia, Historic Preservation Journey in Savannah, 2020.
The Marcus Garvey Celebration on American Beach, Florida, The Significance of the Honorable Marcus Garvey and His Impact,  2020.
Weeping Time: African Unity Festival, Presenter and Program Coordinator, 2020.
Victory Bible Fellowship, Gullah Geechee Culture of Savannah and Beyond, 2020.
Ashtree Christian Academy, Savannah State University History, 2020.
Elem Baptist Church,  The Highlights of African American History in Long County, GA, 2020.
Central Oakgrove Missionary Baptist Church, African Americans and the Right to Vote, 2020.
New Bethel A.M.E. Church, African American History, 2020.
Jazz at the Beach, Cultural Legacy, 2020.
Macedonia Baptist Church, Gullah Geechee Culture and Sandfly, GA, 2020
Historic 1st Bryan Baptist Church, A History of the Black Baptist, 2020.
New St. Luke A.M.E. Church, African History and the A.M.E. Experience, 2020.
D.E.E.P. Center, Block by Block Project "School to Prison Pipeline",  Chatham County, GA. 2020. 
Gullah Geechee Heritage Celebration,  Georgia Southern University - Statesboro Campus. 2018 and 2019. 
Black and Latino Experiences: Shared History and Common Struggles, Savannah Sate University. 2019. 
Coastal Georgia Minority Chamber of Commerce, Speaker Series.  Hinesville, GA. 2019.  
MLK Observance Committee,  Business and Community Leaders  Program,  Savannah, GA.  2019.  
Lincolnville Museum,  Presentation and Lecture, St. Augustine, FL. 2019. 
Marcus Garvey's Legacy, Amelia Island, FL. 2017 - 2019. 
Hilton Head Island Men Democratic Club,  Hilton Head Island, SC. 2019. 
Kemetamorphisis Conference, IKG Cultural Resource Center, Presentation, 2018.
American Beach Museum,  Presentation and Lecture,  Amelia Island, FL.  2018. 

POLITICAL AND SOCIAL JUSTICE FORUMS AND EVENTS

Political Forums 
Chatham County Commission Chairman Candidates’ Forum, Moderator, Writer, and Co-Organizer, 2020
Chatham County Commission Candidates’ Forum, Moderator, Writer, and Co-Organizer, 2020
Savannah-Chatham County Board of Education Candidates’ Forum, Moderator, Writer, and Co-Organizer, 2020
Chatham County District Attorney Candidates’ Forum, Moderator, Writer, and Co-Organizer, 2020
Liberty County Commission  Chairman, Commissioners, and Superior Court Clerk Candidates’ Forum, NAACP,  Moderator, Writer, and Co-Organizer, 2020
Liberty County Sheriff, School Board, and Magistrate Court Judge Candidates’ Forum, NAACP, Moderator, Writer, and Co-Organizer, 2020
Chatham County District Attorney and Savannah-Chatham County Board of Education Candidates’ Forum,  A. Phillip Randolph Institute, The Coastal Georgia Minority Chamber of Commerce, and The Culturist Union, Moderator, Writer, and Co-Organizer, 2020.
Chatham County Coroner and Tax Commissioner Candidates’ Forum, A. Phillip Randolph Institute, The Coastal Georgia Minority Chamber of Commerce, and The Culturist Union,   Moderator, Writer, and Co-Organizer, 2020.
[bookmark: _Hlk42493715]Chatham County Commission Candidates’ Forum, A. Phillip Randolph Institute, The Coastal Georgia Minority Chamber of Commerce, and The Culturist Union,   Moderator, Writer, and Co-Organizer, 2020.
State Representatives Candidates’ Forum,  A. Phillip Randolph Institute, The Coastal Georgia Minority Chamber of Commerce, and The Culturist Union, Moderator, Writer, and Co-Organizer, 2020.
United States Congress and Senate Candidates’ Forum, A. Phillip Randolph Institute, The Coastal Georgia Minority Chamber of Commerce, and The Culturist Union, Moderator, Writer, and Co-Organizer, 2020.

Social Justice and Equity
Systemic Racism Series: The Other Side to the Ahmaud Arbery, The Coastal Georgia Minority Chamber of Commerce and The Culturist Union, Panelist,  2020.  
Systemic Racism Series: Voting - Engaging and Changing the SystemThe Coastal Georgia Minority Chamber of Commerce and The Culturist Union, Moderator and Writer,  2020.  
United, Woke, & Fed Up Parade and Rally, Bluffton, SC MLK Jr. Observance Committee, Speaker, 2020.
Voting Defeat Racism Rally and Event, Liberty County Concerned Citizens for Change, Speaker, 2020.
Enough is Enough Rally and Event, Political Rascals -  Savannah, GA, Speaker, 2020.
Rally For Justice and Change, Hilton Head Island MLK Jr. Planning Committee, The Lowcountry Diversity Council, The Southender, and Swampfire Records, Speaker, 2020.
 
RESEARCH PAPERS

“Holding on to Your Story: Research and Living Repositories of a Living Cultural Community”. Cultural Retention Workshop and Conference, St. Helena Isl., SC . 2017. 
“The Background and Backdrop of Special Field Order # 15 – The 20 Black Ministers”.  Black Folks Land Legacy Conference,  St. Helena Isl., SC.  2017. 
“Gullah/Geechee Cornerstones of American History".  St. Helena Island, SC. 2016. 
“Rites of Passages in Gullah Geechee Culture” (Poro and Sande Societies of Cote D’Ivoire, Sierra Leone, and Liberia manifested in the U.S.A).  Gwine Bak Conference, St. Helena Isl., SC.  2005. 
”Masking Tradition in the Lowcountry” (From Africa to Here).   Gwine Bak Conference, St. Helena Isl., SC.  2004. 

COMMISSIONS, BOARDS, TASK FORCES, AND AFFILIATIONS 

FEDERAL COMMISSION

U.S. Department of the Interior, National Heritage Area Commissioner, Inaugural Gullah Geechee Cultural 
Heritage Corridor Commission.  2007 - 2010. 

BOARDS

M.A.L.E. Dreamers, a male mentoring group motivating aspiring leaders of excellence,  Board Member, 2020 - Present.
The Culturist Union, a private membership hub and digital platform centered around the empowerment of professionals, entrepreneurs, and creators, Board Member, 2020 – Present.
Coastal Georgia Minority Chamber of Commerce, a Chamber  of Commerce, Board Member,  2019 - Present. 
Equal Justice Initiative Memorial (Savannah, GA),  a group seeking to redeem periods of injustice. 2019 – Present.
A.  Phillip Randolph Institute,  Advisory Board Member, non-partisan  organization advocating  for racial equality and economic justice;  and formulating policies. 2019 – Present. 
Unity In the Community, Inc., Board Member, non-Profit entity that sponsors family friendly and culturally diverse programs and entertainment.  2016 - Present. 
George Leile Vision, Inc., Board Member,  non-profit social service entity created by First African Baptist Church, Savannah, GA.  2015 - Present. 
King – Tisdell Cottage Foundation, Board Member, Historic Preservation and Museums.  2004 - 2010. 
Coastal Heritage Society, Board Member, Historic Preservation and Museums.  2002 - 2009. 

TASK FORCES

City of Savannah Confederate Monument Task Force,  Member,  2017 - 2018.  
STEP UP Savannah Poverty Simulation Task Force,  Member, 2007. 

AFFILIATIONS

Alpha Phi Alpha, Graduate and Collegiate Fraternity.  
Delta Sigma Pi, Professional Business Fraternity. 
Pi Gamma Mu, International  Honor Society in Social Sciences. 
Phi Delta Phi, International Legal Honor Society.  

UNIVERSITY TASK FORCES, AND COMMITTEES 

President's Second Mile Award Committee. Savannah State University. 2019. 
Teaching and Faculty Development Champion. Savannah State University. 2019. 
Civility Task Force. Savannah State University. 2019. 
Deactivation Task Force. Savannah State University. 2018. 
National Freedom Day Committee. Savannah State University. 2017 - 2020. 

THESIS COMMITTEE

We Speak Fuh We, Thesis Committee Trelani M. Duncan,  Savannah College of Art and Design  2017. 


COLLEGIATE ADVISOR AND MENTOR ACHIEVEMENTS 

Iota Phi Theta Fraternity, Inc., Advisor, Eta Gamma Chapter: Greek Letter Organization  Leader of the Year, 2017; Savannah State University Man of the Year, 2018; and  President's  Second Mile Award  - Fall  Commencement 2019. 

Sisters Striving for Excellence, Inc.,  Advisor, Savannah State University Colony:  Dr. Clifford E. Hardwick Award as Student Organization of the Year, 2019. 

Savage Models, Inc., Advisor, Virtual Program of the Year, 2019-2020.

MISCELLENEOUS
 
Management Skills, Decision Making Skills, Writing and Verbal Communication Skills, and Public Speaking, Mentoring, Guest Host for Podcast Shows, and Consultant for Media Outlets regarding history and culture. 

Coordinating brown bag program for homeless and non-homeless college students with food insecurity issues.

Obtaining and directing legal resources for college students. 

Model, the Haitian Memorial Monument. 2007; and the African American Family Monument. 2002.    
Sociocultural Subject Matter, Public Painting by Panhandle Slim. 2016 and Public/Private Painting, Gordon Allen. 2010.   
Liberty Life Magazine,  Featured on the Cover, 2020.
 
Pending Publications: The Princess Is Coming and  A Lee Byt Ob We: Historical Highlights of Savannah and the Lowcountry.   
  
REFERENCES  

Queen Quet Marquetta L. Goodwine
Gullah Geechee Sea Island Coalition
209 Polowana Rd
St. Helena Island, SC 29920
(843) 838-5351
gullgeeco@aol.com

Sabrina Newby
Coastal Georgia Minority Chamber of Commerce
425 W Oglethorpe Hwy
Hinesville, GA 31313
(912) 492-8247
libertyminoritycountychamber@gmail.com

Vaughnette Goode-Walker
Ralph Mark Gilbert Civil Rights Museum
460 MLK, Jr. Blvd.
Savannah, GA 31401
(912) 695-3872
vaughnettegoode-walker@hotmail.com
